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seatic League. But the Queen of the Hansa, the
most patriotic, the most energetic of all the cities, was
not supported by her confederates in this costly
enterprise. She therefore saw herself forced to
abandon the establishment to its fate.

Still, before that date, indeed immediately after
the pillage of Antwerp, the trade of the Hanseatic
League with the Low Countries had ceased to be
a commerce placed upon a regulated footing and
ruled by prescribed laws, laws emanating from the
factory and punctually and faithfully obeyed by the
members. A faint activity and revival occurred in
the seventeenth century when the Dutch and Han-
seatics made a mutual trade pact. But this proved
of little profit to the latter, as far at least as their
traffic in the Low Countries was concerned ; for, like
impatient heirs, the citizens of the United Provinces
endeavoured to enfeeble their rivals, to whose suc-
cession they looked forward.

